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BOOK REVIEWS 375 

A Study of the Population of Manhattanville. By Howard Brown 
Woolston. Columbia University Studies in Political Science, 
Vol. xxxv, No. 2. (New York: Longmans, Green & Com- 
pany, 1909. Pp. 158. $1.25.) 

This study concerns a group of about fifteen thousand people 
situated in a small valley a little to the north of Grant's tomb in 
New York City. The community was under investigation from 
the fall of 1904 to the spring of 1909 with the exception of two years 
after 1906. The intention of the writer is to picture by means of 
an intensive study the composition, and the industrial and social 
life of the inhabitants. 

The first fifty pages are devoted to the history of the community 
and an analysis of the population. A chart -is introduced (p. 45) 
to show the distribution of the population by sex and age. The 
description of this chart differs materially from that found in the 
usual statistical treatise. "It will be seen that the number of 
young boys tends to diminish with each additional year; but that 
a counter tendency, represented by the focus of the lower part of 
the curve, seems to drag it back from its aberrant bent and to 
bring it up roundly to the years of youth. Then another attrac- 
tive center appears to draw an increasing number into its orbit, 
and to swing them rapidly toward the dangerous pole of extinc- 
tion. But here once more, a countervailing force checks the down- 
ward rush, and leads a slowly dwindling remnant into the quieter 
course of old age. " 

The social temper of the population is described upon the lines 
laid down by Giddings in his Inductive Sociology. 

Perhaps the most general interest lies in the chapter dealing 
with the economic condition of the population. Here the author 
has introduced a classification of occupations intended to grade 
the workers along social lines. This is a difficult undertaking and 
it is doubtful if the choice is superior to the United States Census 
classification. 

There is always the danger, in an intensive study of this nature, 
of making indefensible generalizations. Dr. Woolston is quite 
free from this, although, in one place, he seems to have succumbed 
to the temptation. From a study of 534 Americans and 158 Ger- 
mans in industry, two of each class have retired from business. 
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This seems to furnish insufficient data for the following statement. 
" When the time comes to retire from active business life, the Ger- 
mans seem to have made most systematic provision for old age." 
To compare the vigor of the school children of this district with 
that of normal children the following formula is introduced. 

Coefficient of Vigor = ™$£ x S^th 

Height Long Capacity 

"The first half of the expression shows the relative mass and 
bottom of the organisms. It is thus a rough measure of nutrition 
and general stamina. The second half shows the energy and stay- 
ing power available for work. It is thus a measure of force and 
vital action. The combination gives a rather adequate expression 
for physical capacity, based upon fairly simple measurements. 
The coefficient increases toward unity at about maturity. ' ' Judged 
by this standard of measurement, the condition of the children 
in this district is below normal. 

This volume adds one more to the list of painstaking studies of 
small communities. To obtain such detailed information is be- 
yond the power of the federal census and we must rely for a more 
intimate knowledge of our population upon personal research 
of this kind. In time we should possess a considerable fund of 
information upon the conditions of life among selected groups. 

William B. Bailey. 
Yale University. 

La Depopulation des Campagnes. Ses Causes et ses Inconvenients. 
Les Remedes. Par S. Gueraud-de Laharpe. Memoire 
couronne par la Socidte Francais l'Emulation agricole. (An- 
gouleme: L. Coquemard et Cie, 1908. Pp. 84.) 

This monograph, although small in size, is one of the best studies 
which has appeared upon the world-wide tendency to desert the 
rural districts and rush to the cities. To those who are looking 
for suggestions to make life in the farming districts more profitable 
and attractive this book is recommended. 

The first third of the book is devoted to an enumeration of the 
causes which have lead to the depopulation of the country with 



